;o                     Attacks on Authors.
Esq., occasioned by his having transmitted the moral Writings of Dr. Samuel Johnson to Pascal Paoli, General of the Corsi* cans \ I was at first inclined to answer this pamphlet; but Johnson, who knew that my doing so would only gratify Kenrick, by keeping alive what would soon die away of itself, would not suffer me to take any notice of it2.
1 'I was diverted with Paoli's English library. It consisted of:— Some broken volumes of the Spcctatour and Tatler ; Pope's Essay on Man; Gulliver's Travels; A History of France in old English; and Barclay's Apology for the Quakers. I promised to send him some English books___I have sent him some of our best books of morality and entertainment, in particular the works of Mr. Samuel Johnson.' Boswell's Corsica, p. 169.
a Johnson, as Boswell believed, only once ' in the whole course of his life condescended to oppose anything that was written against him.' (See ante, \. 363.) In this he followed the rule of Bentley and of Boerhaave. ' It was said to old Bentley, upon the attacks against him, " Why, they'll write you down." " No, Sir," he replied; " depend upon it, no man was ever written down but by himself." ' Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. i, 1773. Bentley shewed prudence in his silence. 'He was right,' Johnson said,' not to answer; for, in his hazardous method of writing, he could not but be often enough wrong.' Boswell's Hebrides, Sept. 10, 1773. ' Boerhaave was never soured by calumny and detraction, nor ever thought it necessary to confute them ; " for they are sparks," said he, " which, if you do not blow them, will go out of themselves." ' Johnson's Works, vi. 288. Swift, in his Lines on Censure
which begin,—
'Ye wise instruct me to endure An evil which admits no cure,' ends by saying:—
'The most effectual way to baulk Their malice is—to let them talk.'
Swift's Works, xi. 58,
Young, in his Second Epistle to Pope, had written :—
'Armed with this truth all critics I defy; For if I fall, by my own pen I die.'
Hume, in his Auto. (p. ix.) says:—' I had a fixed resolution, which I inflexibly maintained, never to reply to any body.' This is not quite true. See J. H. Burton's Life of Hitme, ii. 252, for an instance of a violent reply. The following passages in Johnson's writings are to the same effect:—' I am inclined to believe that few attacks either of
His
